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Studying the dynamics of some insects attacking olive trees in Al-Marj
area- Al Jabal Al- Akhdar, Libya.

Hana Saleh Abu Baker Faraj Alaish.

Zoology Department. Faculty of Arts and Sciences Al-Marj. Benghazi University. Libya.

Abstact \

This study aimed to know insect species attacking olive trees in Al-Marj area. Three fields were randomly
chosen in the old city of Al-Marj. Two fields located East and West sides of the city and the third located
in the middle. According to the study, six insect species attacking olive trees in these fields these are
Ceroplastes floridensi, Saissetia oleae, Leucaspis riccae, Euphyllura straminea, Prays oleae and
Otiorhynchus cribricollis .

The study also aimed to know time of presence and absence of insects under study and it was found that
all insects in the region recorded their appearance from the beginning of the study on March 11/2017
where the C. floridensi recorded highest number density with an average of 42.43 insects compared to
other species gradually decreased then started to decline gradually on 19/5/2017.

A part of this study was to know the population of insects under study .Results showed that C. floridensi
with the highest density in the field located at the middle field and in the old city of Al-Marj with an
averages of 16.49, 15.89 insects, respectively compared to other speaces.

Population dynamics of insects mentioned was also studied on olive trees in Al-Marrj area and the results
showed that C. floridensi preferred the upper region of the trees with an average of 16.40 insects compared
to the other regions and its lowest density was on the lower regions with an average of 8.40. The study
showed that S. oleae and L. riccae did not show any preference to any of the four regions of trees where
they were found with almost the same densities with low numbers. Results also showed that E. straminea
preferred the lowest region and the East region of the tree with an average of 1.24 and 1.23 insects,
respectively.The studies also showed that p. oleae the highest densitis on the lower region and the west
region of the tree with an average of 4.81 and 4.73, respectively compared to other regions. It also appeared
fom the results that O. cribricollis did not show any preference for directions or levels on the tree.

Key words: Olive trees, olive tree insects, Al-marj, Libya.
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